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What does “believe” mean to you?

At the Coalition, we believe that
every child deserves a champion who
loves and supports them throughout
their growing years and beyond. 

We believe that all parents deserve
to be treated with dignity, respect,
and compassion. 

We believe that informed, supported
families have the power to impact
positive change within our
communities for generations to
come.

Our daily work is dedicated to
understanding and meeting the
unique needs of parents and
caregivers who believe the kids in
their care can heal and thrive. 

We strive to provide those people
with a safe place to speak and,
perhaps more importantly, to be
heard. We create timely, relevant,
and trusted resources. And we offer
opportunities for ongoing learning
and connection that is flexible and
on demand. 

We do all of this because we believe
that, through our work and with the
passionate support of others whose
generosity fuels our mission, we will
see a day when there is a family for
every child and support for every
family.



More than 3,000 individuals receive our weekly email newsletter, Coalition
Connection. Those signed up have access to a carefully crafted and curated
list of tips, resources, training opportunities, and more. 
We created a new e-series on self-care in November 2022. 100 people signed
up for the series initially, and more are joining weekly. We will be publishing
more e-series in the future. 
The number of visitors finding helpful resources for relative caregivers on our
Wisconsin Foster Care and Adoption Resource Center website nearly
doubled, growing from 490 in 2021 to 867 in 2022.

The Power of Belief

If you have ever had an experience that left you feeling like no matter what you
tried, nothing worked, or like every day was a repeat of the same struggles or
frustrations, you can understand how many of the parents and caregivers who
reach out to the Coalition feel. After connecting with the team at the Coalition,
though, things begin to change; these parents and caregivers leave with
renewed hope, believing once more that healing, confidence, strength, and
resilience are possible. 

“You really listened and offered me more help and resources than I thought
were available.”
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We welcomed more than 138,000 visitors to our family of websites in 2022.
We recorded an incredible number of downloads from our sites, including:

4,615 tip sheets (Tip sheets are short, reader-friendly articles about a variety
of topics related to foster care, kinship care, adoption, trauma, and more.
Tip sheets also include related resources that readers may find helpful.)
3,000 information packets about getting started as a foster or adoptive
parent
500 Virtual Resource Kits (Virtual Resource Kits feature curated lists of
resources including books, articles, newsletters, videos, training
opportunities, and more on topics including dealing with challenging
behaviors through a trauma-informed lens, transracial parenting, and self-
care.)

“I was able to take action immediately after getting guidance from the
Coalition. Before I called, I wasn’t sure what direction to go.”
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We connected 2,400 website visitors to information and resources for birth
parents
Our Resource Team responded to 1,415 phone calls, emails, or in-person
conversations and 962 inquiries about how to get started as a foster or
adoptive parent

“It was great to connect with someone who advocates for the kids and helped
me navigate what steps to take.”

 

Overall, 97% of those who connect with the Coalition say the information they
were provided was helpful. 
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Transracial Parenting Learning Path—This series opened in 2020, and we
have continued to add additional webinars for those who are raising a child of
a different race. In 2022, we added three new webinars and hosted an in-
person workshop. We continue to receive feedback with high levels of
satisfaction from participants, especially those living in more rural areas,
where there may be limited opportunities for or exposure to diverse
communities.
Co-Parenting Through Connection—This five-week interactive course was
created based on research and with input from stakeholders with lived
experience, including former youth in care. The course focuses on the
Realities of Foster Care and Grief, Empathy, Communication, and Support and
Reunification. It blends self-paced online modules with weekly discussion
groups to explore practical strategies for developing cooperative, connected
relationships between foster parents and biological parents. Feedback from
participants has been outstanding, including this from one parent: “This is the
best training I have ever taken as a foster parent.”
Navigating Difficult Conversations in Foster Parent Licensing: Race, Religion
& LGBTQIA+ Issues—In response to a specific request from a Milwaukee
Licensing Agency, the Coalition designed, developed, and delivered this
course in December. Licensing Specialists who attended were given an
opportunity to:

Better understand how their own biases and beliefs impact interactions
with licensing applicants.
Better understand how to establish an honest and open working
relationship with licensing applicants.
Identify issues that could impact licensing or placement decisions.
Better initiate and navigate conversations, particularly those related to
concerns regarding race, religion, and LGBTQIA+ issues.

Champion Classrooms: Creating Opportunities for Connection

The Champion Classrooms, our online, on-demand learning platform, launched
in 2019. In 2022, thanks to donor-designated funds, we have been able to
continue to build and grow the Classrooms. Here are some highlights that
happened over the year thanks to our generous supporters:

Those who participated reported 100% overall satisfaction with the course.
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The number of registered users in the Champion Classrooms increased from
2,780 in 2021 to 3,440 in 2022

96% of surveyed learners said that they have gained increased knowledge
97.5% of surveyed learners said that they intend to use what they have
learned in caring for children
96% of surveyed learners said they have an overall satisfaction with the
training they received

“Your webinars are lovely. Thank you for the encouragement to keep on
keeping on. I felt seen and heard and ready for more.”

“Thank you for this really great training. The webinar was full of useful
resources and has given us a better understanding of [the issue] and how to be

more compassionate in our approach.”

“I really appreciated this webinar and the presenter’s frankness in sharing. It
hit the right places in my head and in my heart.”
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Created and launched the Relative Caregiver Learning Path—This series
includes seven webinars and over nine hours of training designed specifically
to meet the needs of relative caregivers. It is available in the Champion
Classrooms on demand and free of charge. Since June 2022, there have been
300 enrollments for the learning path. 
Created four Relative Caregiver Support Group Kits designed to help support
group leaders and facilitators lead valuable connection events. The kits were
created in 2022 on the topics of Asking for Help, Big Behaviors, Making Time
to Recharge, and Unexpectedly Parenting Again. The kits will be released in
2023 and we look forward to sharing more about them in the future.

Thanks to Celera’s partnership, we have:

Thank you to Mike Giunta, Kevin Klein, and everyone at Celera Systems!

A Special Thanks for Their Belief

We are honored by the dedicated belief Celera Systems LLC holds in the mission
and vision of the Coalition for Children, Youth & Families. The generous support
from Celera has been instrumental to our kinship/relative caregiving program
development. 
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What Your Belief Can Do

We often talk about the importance of children needing champions and
champions needing support. Very often, that creates a vision of children or youth
who have an immediate need for a safe, stable, and secure home or place to stay.
 
But, what if you were already in a safe, stable, and nurturing home? What if, your
parents decided to extend their love, care, and affection to more children? Would
your needs be compromised as the time your parents give is stretched thin?  

We know many families find an amazing way to balance it all. And many who
foster today came from families with a long tradition and history of fostering or
caring for others outside of the immediate family. And we also know and have
heard of children who have felt that things changed when their parents went on
the journey of caring for others.  

This issue is just one of the many families grapple with and therefore, the
Coalition does as well. We take on the responsibility of making sure we can find
the information, resources, and support to help families adjust and work through
these challenging questions.  

In 2022, we hosted a webinar specifically addressing this issue. And families
responded, telling us how thankful they are for this resource. Families like the
one who wrote, 

“My family has been fostering for 10 years and I honestly have never thought
about how the kids who are already in my home need support and connection
as much as the kids who come into our home through foster care. This training
opened my eyes to ways I can make sure all of the kids in my home are having
their needs met. I’m going to use some of the strategies from the training to
create check-in moments with the family when we have foster kids in our
home. Hopefully, this will help me stay in check with everyone’s feelings.” 

It is because of donors and supporters of the Coalition—believers in our mission
and vision—that we can create, craft, and present opportunities for families like
this one to learn, grow, and thrive. Ultimately, it is because of your belief that
children, young people, and families become strong, resilient, and confident. 
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Akilah Adams, Community Champion for Children
Denise & John Zachman, Outstanding Child & Family Advocates
Danita Docka, Champion for Children & Families
Celera Systems, Corporate Champion

Un-believe-ably Fun Events

2022 brought two fun-filled, exciting, and successful fundraising events.
We welcomed 64 participants to the Legend at Merrill Hills in Waukesha for our
14th Annual Golf Outing on July 18. The sun was shining and, despite the high
temperatures, there were smiles all around. This year we welcomed a
Professional Golfer for a “Beat the Pro” opportunity thanks to Backswing Golf
Events. All told, our generous supporters and participants raised $25,000.

The 27th annual Champions’ gala on November 3rd traveled to a new venue:
Saint Kate in downtown Milwaukee. The location lent a new energy to the 200+
guests in attendance. We were delighted to honor a wonderful slate of
businesses and individuals, including:

Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors, guests, and supporters, we raised
$126,000 at the gala. 

As part of our annual gala, our team created a
believe-themed playlist. You can check it out by
scanning the QR code here.
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Financial Information

Revenue: $1,598,309
% government funding: 59%
% private donations: 41% 

Expenses: $1,670,912
% program: 88%
% administrative: 8%
% development: 4%

Net Ending Assets: $850,713
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Advocate Aurora Corporate
Amazon Smile Foundation
American Endowment
Foundation

Robert & Tami Stubbe
Fund

Aramark
Associated Bank
(Milwaukee)
Backswing Golf Events
Blast Cleaning
Technologies, Inc.
Celera Systems LLC
Charity Gift Certificates
Children’s Wisconsin
Courage MKE
CPro Associates
Croen Foundation, Inc.
CyberGrants LLC
Dunnick Snyder Esselman
Financial
Enliven Whitefish Bay
ete esthetics
Evan & Marion Helfaer
Foundation
Facebook
Fidelity Charitable

Hank & Lara Ehrsam
Family Fund
Kathleen Savard
Charitable Giving Fund

Foley & Lardner LLP
Giving Foundation, Inc.
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.
Grady, Hayes, & Neary, LLC
Greater Milwaukee
Foundation

Bruce & Marianne Miller
Fund
JEM Fund
The Birch Lodge Fund

FOUNDATIONS &
CORPORATIONS

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE COALITION!

Gustav and Gladys Kindt
Foundation
Infineon Technologies
Americas Corp.
KPMG Gives
KPMG LLP
Madison National Life
Insurance
Marcus Hotels & Resorts
Marian Milwaukee
Milwaukee Magazine
Mueller Communications
National Insurance
Services
North American Benefits
Co.
Old National Bank
Posner Foundation
PricewaterhouseCoopers
LLP
Quad/Graphics
Reinhart Boerner Van
Deuren s.c. (Milwaukee)
Ritz, Holman, Butala & Fine
Schwab Charitable
Server Products
Seven Sisters Resale
Boutique
Steve Stricker American
Family Insurance
Foundation
Tessera Design
The Benevity Community
Impact Fund
Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans Foundation
United Way of Greater
Milwaukee De Tocqueville
United Way of Greater
Milwaukee and Waukesha
County
Vulcan Global
Manufacturing Solutions

Wintrust Financial
Corporation
Wisconsin Broadcasters
Association

3 Sheeps Brewing Co.
983 Studio
Adoption Acres
Alfa Flower Shop
Artery Ink
Baby Jack & Company
Jo Baird
Beans & Barley
Bella Luna Designs
Belle Fiori, Ltd
Benihana
Best Place at the Historic
Pabst Brewery
Bittercube
Michelle & Paul Boening
Breadsmith
Breight Ideas
Brighton Dale Links
Bug & Goose Play Cafe
ButterflyOrbs
Camp Bow Wow
Captain's Walk Winery
Cards by Mel Squared
Care-a-lotta
Cedarburg Art Museum
Cernan Earth and Space
Center
Chocolate Shoppe Ice
Cream Company
Cloud 9 Workshop
Cloud Nine Soap Co.
Coats Crafts
Cookies By Design
Cooper's Hawk Winery &
Restaurant
Crafts by Cassie
Craig Berns Salon Spa
CREATEfunDesigns

 

IN-KIND DONORS
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Carol Czaplewski
Jenna Czaplewski
DeRosa Corporation
Blake & Kari Derr
Discover Green Bay
Discovery World
East Shore Specialty Foods
East Troy Railroad
Museum, Inc.
Egg Harbor Cafe
ete esthetics
EVIE Jewelry
Farm Wisconsin Discovery
Center
Farmers Candle Co.
First Stage
Float Milwaukee
Fond du Lac Dock Spiders
Forward Madison FC
Fox Cities Convention &
Visitors Bureau
German Fest Milwaukee,
Inc.
Good Karma Brands
Grady, Hayes, & Neary, LLC
Graphicolor Printing
Green Bay Packers
Green Bay Rockers
Tameica & John Greene
Gretchen Willis
Photography
Hair by Rebecca Christine
Harbor Shores on Lake
Geneva
Ian's Pizza
Jimmy Luv Enterprises,
LLC
Juiced!
Just Coffee Cooperative
Kenosha Kingfish
Kids in Motion
Knollwood Farm, LTD
Koss Corporation
Lake Country DockHounds
Lake Geneva Cruise Line
Lake of the Torches Resort
Casino

Lakefront Brewery
Steven & Mary Frances Lilly
Little Love
Susan Lukas
M. Sheahan Studio
Madison Capitols Hockey
Club
Madison Children's
Museum
Marcus Center for the
Performing Arts
Marcus Hotels & Resorts
Mark McColloch & Theresa
Roetter
McClone
Bruce & Marianne Miller
Miltown Eats
Milwaukee Admirals
Milwaukee Art Museum
Milwaukee Brewers
Baseball Club
Milwaukee Film
Milwaukee Food & City
Tours
Milwaukee Magazine, Inc.
Milwaukee Repertory
Theater
Milwaukee Symphony
Orchestra
Milwaukee World Festival,
Inc.
Morningstar Golfers Club
Mueller Communications
Museum of Wisconsin Art
Nail Bar Milwaukee
Next Act Theatre
North Shore Fire/Rescue
Nothing Bundt Cakes
O & H Danish Bakery
Old Sugar Distillery
Orange Tree Imports
Oro Di Oliva
Outpost Natural Foods
Parallel 44 Vineyard &
Winery
Pizza Ranch

Pizza Shuttle
Pottery by Priscilla
Prairieville Park
Present Not Perfect
Rainbow Booksellers
Real Racine Visitors Center
ROC Foundation
Rocky Rococo Restaurants
Roots Salon
Salon Rex
Paul & Kathleen Savard
Saz's
Scout Wine Merchants
Seven Sisters Resale
Boutique
Veronica Shmauz
Sideliners Pub & Grill
Rebekah & Beau Simensen
Christine Spella
Stein's Garden & Home
StoneFire Pizza Company
Sultry Smooth Essentials
Tangled Forest Jewelry
The Beef Jerky Outlet
The Big Backyard
The Packed Picnic
Company
The Rock Snowpark
The Union House
Restaurant
Tito's Handmade Vodka
Tosa Triangles
Trader Joe's Brookfield
Tricky Foods
Ultimate Confections
Natalie & Cary Underwood
Visit Kenosha
Widmer's Cheese Cellars
Wisconsin Broadcasters
Association
Wisconsin Center District
Wisconsin Timber Rattlers
Wonderstate Coffee
Woodmans Markets
Xizhou Xie
Zoological Society of
Milwaukee
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Aaron & Gloria Grundman
Eric & Aimee Halverson
Dylan Harkness
Leslie Hauser & Karl
Wuesthoff
Adriana & Chris Hayes
Nancy & Steve Hayes
Mike & DeeDee Heath
Jon Hein
David & Nancy Hendron
Mai Her-Lee
Julia & Charles Holmes
Allison Hoppe
Beth Iding
Tess Iding
Scott & Elizabeth Idleman
Alexander James
William Janson
Erin & Matt Jelenchick
Gretchen & Jeff Jezerc
Judith & David Jones
Carol Kalscheur
Abbey & Dave Karrels
Jack & Erica Kaye 
Erik Kennedy
Tom Kinzler
Nancy & John Kirtley
Kevin & Megan Kocchi
Sue & Dave Koch
Teresa Kovach
Dennis & Kathy Krakau
Deb Krings
Ann Kukowski & Todd
Privat
Mike Lakatos
Jean Levihn
Susan Lukas
Diana & Matthew
Luttmann
Dawn & Frank Matousek
Michelle & Matt Mette
Pete Mirek
Mary Murphey
Michael Murray
Yvette Murray and Family
Erin Nachtigall

Elizabeth Neary
Jennifer Nirsetter
Jon & Kathy Nordeen
Tom & Courtney Ockwood
Tamara Olivas
Betty & Henry Osswald
Andrew Peret
Heather & Neil Perkins
Troy & Robin Peterson
John & Ann Petrie
Paul & Shana Piaskoski
Paul & Deborah Poletti
Ric Poole
Ashley Quackenboss
Katryna & Jerry Rhodes
Sarah & Dan Robinson
Raymond Rosing
Paul & Kathleen Savard
Tom Scanlan
Sari Schiff
David & Kim Schmid
Caroline & Mark Schmidt
David & Lauren Schudson
Olivia Schwartz
Annemarie Scobey
Polacheck & Bill Polacheck
Veronica Shmauz
Rebekah & Beau Simensen
Molly Sommerhalder
Carolyn & Timothy Spath
Lisa Spella
Robert & Amy Sprengel
Jason Stanic
Gina Stilp & Pat Nowak
Matt Streiff
Mike & Jamie Strobl
David & Lu Stroebel
Bob & Tami Stubbe
Cathy & Chuck Taft
Beverly Taylor & Julian
Gladney 
Kris & Frank Tiefert
Kelli Tourville
Jeffrey Trochinski
Jayme & Chad Tschanz
Natalie & Cary Underwood

Lindsay Adams
Wendy Axt
Richard Badger
Jo Baird
Brandon Bayrhoffer
Brian Bies
Jamie & Mark Bjorklund
Marilyn & John Boeldt
Michelle & Paul Boening
Tom Boyer
Emily & Andy Breton
Jack Brooks
Kris Buckholz
Libby Budde
Ryan Bushman
Douglas & Cheryl Callies
Oriana Carey
Jacob Carlson
Chris Cnare & Cindi
Schmidt
Denise Collins 
Nolan Crawley
Marina & Jim Croft
Jillian Culver
Carol Czaplewski
Michael & Diane
Czaplewski
Melissa Danoy
Theresa & Jeff Dart
Jon & Sue Ellen Domencich
Tom Donnelly
Gwen Doyle
Nicole & Tom Druckrey
Lee & Liz Duensing
Allison Ebany
Hank & Lara Ehrsam
Colleen & Ed Ellingson
Sam Enea
James Engel 
Erin Fay & Julie Slota
Bill & Carrie Gauger
Patricia & Paul Geenen
Roshelle & Alex Giardina 

DONORS GIVING
BETWEEN $1-$999

 



David & Carrie Osswald
Joni & Bob Roenitz
Tony & Amy Sarnowski
Jennifer Schiellack
James & Karen Spella
Caitlin & Andrew Tilley
Cyd Walters & Joe Daul
Raymond & Kelly Wilson

Mary & Terry Briscoe
Joan & Peter Bruce
Larry Burnett & Mimi Foley 
James & Judith Callan
Blake & Kari Derr
Thomas Ehrsam
Cindy & Mike Giunta
Tameica & John Greene
John & Peggy Griffith
Jeff & Molly Hoehn
Maria & Ryan Kreiter
Jennifer & Kevin Lieske
Steven & Mary Frances Lilly
Mark McColloch & Theresa
Roetter 
Bruce & Marianne Miller
Travis & Elizabeth Mueller
Monica & Nick Robertson
Jill Snyder & Bruce Stahl 
Christine Spella

DONORS GIVING $2,500
AND ABOVE

Steve & Karen Volz
Morgan Vosberg
Julie & Scott Wallace
Casey Ward
Ali & Andrew Wassweiler
Mark & Crystal Weber
Aimee Welsh
Max Welsh
Jeffrey & Suzie Weniger
Laura & Matt Wessels
Collin Weyers
Matt Wieseckel
Gretchen Willis
Tom Woller
Samantha Woolford
Glenda Woosley
Joe Wright
Xizhou Xie 
Kenneth Zastrow
Samantha Zoch

Peter & Shar Borg
Neal Crawley
Jenna Czaplewski
Joe & Kim Eldredge
Jerry & Ann Fons
Alan & Dolores Hardin
Patrick & Melissa Horne
Dan & Beth Hurrle
Nate Imfeld & Hilary
Hawley
Matt Jensen
Melissa & Kevin Klein
Tom & Jane Lacy
Jay & Betty Lauck
Terri & Dave May
John McGrath
Veronica McNutt
Andy Meerkins & Melissa
Hoppe
Stacy & Tom Meller
Donald Nordholm, D.D.S.
Christopher Novoa

DONORS GIVING
BETWEEN $1,000-$2,499
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We are sincerely grateful for each of our
donors and supporters. If we have
omitted anyone from this list, it was
despite our diligent efforts to
acknowledge every donor who wishes to
be recognized, and we do apologize.



Board of Directors

Blake Derr, Aramark, Board President
Steve Lilly, Silvercrest Asset Management, Board Treasurer
James Madlom, Mueller Communications, LLC, Board Member at Large
Maria Kreiter, Godfrey & Kahn, Past President
Ross Draegert, Community Volunteer
Erin Fay, Grady, Hayes & Neary
Tameica Greene, Community Volunteer
Charlie Holmes, First Insight, Inc.
Erik Kennedy, AdvocateAuroraHealth
Andrew Meerkins, Foley & Lardner LLP
Stacy Meller, KPMG, LLP
Bruce Miller, National Insurance Services (Retired)
Travis Mueller, Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren SC
David Osswald, Molson Coors Beverage Company
Christine Spella, Rockwell Automation
Robert Stubbe, Madison National Life Insurance
Jayme Tschanz, The Manitowoc Company, Inc. 
Cyd Walters, C.L. Walters Inc.
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6737 West Washington Street
Suite 2353

West Allis, WI 53214
 

T/TTY 414.475.1246
FAX 414.475.7007

TOLL FREE 1.800.762.8063
info@coalitionforcyf.org

 
Family of websites:
coalitionforcyf.org

championclassrooms.org
wiadopt.org

wifostercareandadoption.org

COALITION FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES

Every child needs a champion. 
Every champion needs support.

© Coalition for Children, Youth & Families 2023


