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WELCOME

The Coalition for Children, Youth & Families story started in 
the early 1980s and has brought us to where we are today: 
celebrating 40 years of service.
 
What started as the result of a passionate group of parents 
has purposefully evolved, and we have persevered to 
become a leading Wisconsin organization dedicated to 
supporting every child, every family, every step of the way. 

Those words—passion, purpose, and perseverance—have 
been a North Star for the Coalition. Our 40th anniversary in 
2023 provided us with an opportunity to remember, recognize, 
and honor the dedication and commitment of those who 
have worked alongside us and who have supported our 
work with time, talent, and treasure. 

From that group of parents who started it all so many years 
ago to the staff and Board members serving today, we are 
all together because we share a passion for the well-being of 
children, youth, and families. We are guided by the purpose 
of ensuring that every child grows up in a strong and 
resilient family with access to support. And we persevere, 
knowing that we can’t give up until our vision becomes a 
reality and our mission is no longer needed. 

We thank you for being a part of our past and for 
supporting our present work, and we invite you to 

continue the journey with us into the future.

Oriana Carey
Chief Executive Officer

Blake Derr
Board President



2023 IN REVIEW

PROVIDING INFORMATION AND RESOURCES
Sarah gripped the phone, frustration simmering and eyes welling. Once again, she was 
finding more questions than answers, and she couldn’t seem to get what she needed: 
support for her family. Just then, a familiar voice from the Coalition cut through the 
tension. It was a Resource Specialist, someone she had spoken to before, offering not 
just solutions but genuine empathy and understanding. Sarah poured out her feelings, 
concerns, and questions; the Resource Specialist responded with patience and calm 
understanding. The conversation ended with a renewed sense of hope, and Sarah 
realized that even when the system felt impersonal, she wasn’t alone. The support and 
kindness from the Coalition team would stay with Sarah for a long time to come.

TRAINING AND CONNECTION
One client perfectly captured our training program’s essence: “Just my sincere gratitude 
for the excellent and, as one of the presenters in the webinar put it so well, sacred work 
being done at the Coalition.” This simple phrase resonated deeply, reminding us of the 
significant impact we strive for. It’s not just about providing resources but about creating 
a safe space, fostering understanding, and empowering individuals and communities to 
reach their full potential. This “sacred work,” as it was so eloquently phrased, motivates 
us to continue our mission with unwavering dedication.

Over 3,000 people receive our weekly email newsletter, the Coalition 
Connection. It includes tips, links, resources, training opportunities, and 
more for parents and caregivers looking to be their best. 

Three unique, resource-rich email series give recipients a wealth of information 
on specific topics, including self-care, healing, and relative caregiving. 
Over 1,000 people have signed up for these series, with zero unsubscribes 
and an average click rate of 7%, three times higher than the nonprofit 
industry average click rate.

102,290 website visitors downloaded 5,319 informational articles, 
resources, and materials.

748 individuals requested more information about becoming a foster or 
adoptive family.

Our Resource Team connected with 482 parents and caregivers to provide 
support, encouragement, or individualized resources. 

2,226 learners participated in a live or recorded webinar or other training 
opportunity.

Out of 200 learners who responded to our survey after taking training from the 
Champion Classrooms:

97% indicated they were satisfied with the training, rating it as Good or 
Very Good.

99% agreed that the training increased their knowledge of the topic

65% indicated they would highly recommend Champion Classrooms to 
other caregiving families



FROM FCARC
TO WiFCC

With longevity comes growth and change. As we celebrated 40 years of service in 
2023, one of the most significant changes came in the form of a big switch regarding 
our work with the Wisconsin Department of Children & Families. 

Since 2005, the Coalition operated the Foster Care and Adoption Resource Center 
(FCARC) on behalf of the Department. In June 2023, the FCARC ceased operations, 
paving the way for a new entity: the Wisconsin Family Connections Center (WiFCC).

Much of the services, support materials, and offerings in the new Wisconsin Family 
Connections Center are the same as what was available in the Foster Care and Adoption 
Resource Center. What is different is a modified lens: a more holistic view of family 
that asks us to prioritize maintaining familial connections to alleviate or minimize the 
trauma and grief children, youth, and adults involved with our systems can experience.
 
As our team wrapped up the FCARC and prepared to open the WiFCC, we 
reviewed what we achieved in the 18 years since the Foster Care and Adoption 
Resource Center opened.

What isn’t as easily counted are the numbers of parents and caregivers who received 
encouragement, empathy, and understanding, or the Foster Care Coordinators and 
other child welfare professionals who found an ally and advocate for their daily 
on-the-ground work with kids and families.

Accepted and responded to 32,210 inquiries for information, support, 
and resources

Provided 14,551 informational packets about becoming a foster parent 
and 7,733 informational packets about adoption

Fulfilled 3,264 requests to borrow materials from our Resource Library

Created and published 47 newsletters and 130 informational tip sheets

Developed and facilitated 108 webinars

Welcomed 755,729 website visitors



CONNECTED
LEARNING

In 2022, the Coalition piloted a groundbreaking program, 
“Co-parenting Through Connection.” This innovative 
program combined online learning modules with weekly 
virtual support groups, fostering collaboration between birth 
and foster parents. Recognizing the importance of positive 
co-parenting relationships for children in care, the Coalition 
aimed to equip both parties with the tools and understanding 
to navigate their unique roles.

The program’s success speaks for itself. By the end of 2023, 
six cohorts had completed the course, each participant 
demonstrating a renewed commitment to compassionate 
co-parenting. Feedback from participants was overwhelmingly 

positive. All surveyed foster parents appreciated the opportunity 
to connect with peers and gain valuable insights into the 
experiences of birth families. A foster father eloquently 
captured the program’s impact: “Through this course, I 
realized the power of empathy and encouragement. My 
support can genuinely influence reunification efforts and 
positively impact the lives of both children and parents.”

This transformative program would not have been possible 
without the unwavering support of our generous donors. Your 
contributions directly translate to stronger co-parenting 
relationships, improved outcomes for children in care, and, 
ultimately, the potential for reunification.



GOLF & GALA
HIGHLIGHTS 

Our 40th year gave us plenty to celebrate at our two 
annual fundraising events.

We hosted our 15th annual golf outing at The Legend at 
Merrill Hills in Waukesha on Monday, June 12. Sixty golfers 
joined us for a day filled with fun, friendly competition, and 
opportunities to support the Coalition’s work, mission, and 
vision. Thanks to our sponsors, supporters, and participants, 
we grossed over $35,000. 

Our annual gala was full of looking back and preparing 
for the future. About 200 guests attended our Ruby Jubilee 
on Thursday, October 26, at St. Kate—The Arts Hotel in 

downtown Milwaukee. Our guests had a host of games 
and raffles to enjoy, as well as our annual silent auction. 
We honored a Family of the Year—Jennifer and Kevin 
Lieske—and took time to remember the families who 
received that honor in the preceding years. All told, our 
Ruby Jubilee grossed over $160,000.

The funds raised at these annual events are critical to meeting 
the current and emerging needs of those we serve. Support 
from our donors allows us to continue to connect families to 
what they need when they need it, ultimately ensuring that 
every child grows up in a strong and resilient family.

RUBY JUBILEE
2023

15TH ANNUAL
GOLF OUTING



FINANCIAL
INFORMATION

66%
34%

REVENUE: $1,534,139 EXPENSES: $1,429,342

% GOVERNMENT FUNDING % PRIVATE DONATIONS &
RETURN ON INVESTMENTS

% PROGRAM % ADMINISTRATIVE % DEVELOPMENT

NET ENDING ASSETS: $955,510

87%

10%

3%



THANK YOU TO OUR
DONORS & SUPPORTERS

FOUNDATIONS &
CORPORATIONS   

• Advocate Aurora Corporate
• Amazon Smile Foundation 
• America Online Giving Foundation
• Baird Foundation
• The Benevity Community Impact Fund
• Blast Cleaning Technologies, Inc.
• Charities Aid Foundation America
• Charity Gift Certificates
• Cornershop Creative
• Courage MKE
• Croen Foundation, Inc.
• CyberGrants LLC
• DG Marketing, LLC
• Facebook
• Fidelity Charitable 

Hank and Lara Ehrsam 
  Family Fund
• Foley & Lardner LLP
• Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.
• Grady, Hayes, & Neary, LLC
• Greater Milwaukee Foundation

Stephen and Nancy Hayes Fund
Betty and Jay Lauck Family 

  Charitable Fund
Bruce and Marianne Miller Fund

• Gustav and Gladys Kindt Foundation
• Infineon Technologies Americas Corp.
• Jerome J. & Dorothy H. Holz 
   Family Foundation
• JW Data, LLC
• KPMG Gives
• KPMG LLP
• Madison National Life Insurance
• Magellan Promotions, LLC
• The Manitowoc Company, Inc. 
   Foundation
• Marcus Hotels and Resorts
• Milwaukee Milkmen Baseball
• Mueller Communications
• National Insurance Services
• Network for Good
• Northern Trust
• Old National Bank
• PayPal

• Posner Foundation
• PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
• Ray’s Growler Gallery
• Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren s.c.    
   (Milwaukee)
• Ritz, Holman, Butala & Fine
• Schwab Charitable
• Scott Richards North Star
    Charitable Foundation
• Serve Marketing
• Seven Sisters Resale Boutique
• Thrivent Choice
• United Way Greater Milwaukee -
   De Tocqueville
• United Way of Greater Milwaukee
   and Waukesha County
• Venmo 
• Walmart Spark Good Round-Up• 
• Wisconsin Broadcasters Association

IN-KIND DONORS
• 3 Sheeps Brewing Co.
• A. J. O’Brady’s Irish Pub & Grill
• Ambassador Hotel
• Ananda Citta Spiritual Care
• Badger State Brewing Co
• Sarah Barrett-Mosley & Jeremy Mosley
• Beans & Barley
• Belle Fiori, Ltd
• Benihana
• Bernice Jewelry Co.
• Bittercube
• Black Shoe Hospitality
• Paul & Michelle Boening
• Brighton Dale Links 
• Kelly Burich
• Camp Bow Wow
• Cards by Mel Squared
• Care-a-lotta
• Cedar Creek Apothecary
• CelticMKE
• Chocolate Shoppe Ice Cream 
   Company
• Clover Milwaukee
• The Collection
• coolAFglass

• Costco Wholesale #1212
• CREATEfunDesigns
• Carol Czaplewski
• Jenna Czaplewski
• Danceworks, Inc.
• DeRosa Corporation
• DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel 
   Milwaukee-Downtown
• Draft & Vessel
• The Duck Inn Supper Club
• Dubbel Dutch Hotel
• Eagle Park Brewing & Distilling 
   Company
• East Shore Specialty Foods
• Egg Harbor Cafe
• ete esthetics
• EVIE Jewelry
• Farm Wisconsin Discovery Center
• The Fermentorium
• Florentine Opera Company
• Flour Girl & Flame
• Fond du Lac Dock Spiders
• Forward Madison FC
• German Fest Milwaukee, Inc.
• glaze!
• Google Ad Grant
• Grady, Hayes, & Neary, LLC
• Graphicolor Printing
• Green Bay Packers
• Tameica & John Greene
• Gretchen Willis Photography
• Harbor Shores on Lake Geneva
• Christina Hayes
• Heidel House Hotel & 
   Conference Center
• Mai Her-Lee & Xai Lee
• Caitlin & Ivan Herrada
• Hill Valley Dairy
• Honey Butter Cafe
• Indulgence Chocolatiers
• Jimmy Luv Enterprises, LLC
• Johnsonville
• Juiced!
• Karen’s Creations
• Kendra Scott Brookfield
• Kenosha Kingfish



THANK YOU TO OUR
DONORS & SUPPORTERS

• Kinaloon
• Lake Geneva Cruise Line
• Lake Geneva Ziplines & Adventures
• Lake Geneva Canopy Tours
• Lakefront Brewery
• Lauren Marvell Illustrations
• Let’s Roam
• LG Axe Throwing
• Jennifer & Kevin Lieske
• Little Village Play Cafe
• Madison Capitols Hockey Club
• Madison Children’s Museum
• Marcus Center for the Performing Arts
• Marcus Hotels and Resorts
• Maxwell Mansion
• McClone
• Stacy & Tom Meller
• Mexican Fiesta
• Bruce & Marianne Miller
• Milwaukee Art Museum
• Milwaukee Ballet
• Milwaukee Film
• Milwaukee Food & City Tours
• Milwaukee Public Museum
• Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra
• Milwaukee World Festival, Inc.
• Mimosa
• MobCraft Beer, Inc.
• Molson Coors Beverage Company
• Mueller Communications
• Nail Bar Milwaukee
• Next Act Theatre
• Northleaf Winery
• Nothing Bundt Cakes
• O & H Danish Bakery
• Old Sugar Distillery
• Oro Di Oliva
• The Packed Picnic Company
• Pizza Shuttle
• Prairieville Park 
• PubPass
• Regal Ware Inc.
• ROC Foundation
• Roots Salon
• Rule No. 1 Hospitality Group
• Saz’s

• Scout Wine Merchants
• Silver Lake Country Inn
• Christine Spella & Paul Jensen
• Steve Sticker American Family 
   Insurance Foundation
• Stone Creek Coffee
• Bob & Tami Stubbe
• Studio Cielo Ceramics
• Third Space Brewing
• Ashley Thompson
• Thrasher Opera House
• Timber Hill Winery
• Tito’s Handmade Vodka
• Total Wine & More Greenfield
• Natalie & Cary Underwood
• The Union House Restaurant
• Vennture Brew Co.
• Carol Weisbrod
• Widmer’s Cheese Cellars
• Woodmans Markets

TRIBUTE & MEMORIAL 
DONATIONS

• In Honor of Betty Braun
Kathleen Werning

• In Memory of Carmen Murguia
Joseph Crawford
Tamiko Dargan-Nelson
M. Joseph & Ann Donald
Lelise Dwomoh
Steven Fleming
Viola Fleming
J.D. & D.K. Maertz
Denise Thill

• In Memory of Erik Gigstad
Kristin Kosterman

• In Honor of Jennifer Schiellack
Carla DeSantis

• In Memory of Joan DeMore
Ellen Bentley
George & Barbara Drai
Linda Elmer 

• In Honor of Kathy Frees
Raymond & Kim Schmid

• In Honor of Mother’s Day
Kathy Lake

DONORS GIVING BETWEEN 
$1-$999

• Sheila Aldrich
• Bryan & Catie Anderson
• Anonymous Donors
• Bill Bantz
• Mary Barrett
• Melanie Bauer
• Jodi & Jon Baus
• Brian Bies
• Tammie & Andrew Blake
• Michelle & Paul Boening
• Peter & Shar Borg
• Diane Brien
• Emily & Nate Bruckschen
• Ian Buchanan
• Kelly Burich
• Oriana Carey
• Chris Cnare & Cindi Schmidt
• Dawn & Brian Cooke
• Monte Crumble & Susanne Vella
• Carol Czaplewski
• Michael Czaplewski
• Adam Dahms
• Jon & Sue Ellen Domencich
• Tom Donnelly
• Mike Eckl
• Hank & Lara Ehrsam
• Colleen & Ed Ellingson
• Patrick & Danielle Finn
• Mark Fischer
• Angie Flannery
• Bridgette Frommell
• Wendy & Randy Gebauer
• Patricia & Paul Geene
• Becky Germain
• David & Gale Goeman
• Jennifer & Michael Gregor
• Kristen & Brian Grill
• Aaron & Gloria Grundman
• Nancy & Steve Hayes
• Mike & DeeDee Heath
• Summer Heil-Standke & Ryan Standke
• Mai Her-Lee & Xai Lee
• Julia & Charles Holmes
• Mike Huebner, Jr.
• Beth Iding
• Tess Iding
• Dana Johnson
• Judith & David Jones



THANK YOU TO OUR
DONORS & SUPPORTERS

• Nancy Jones
• Carol Kalscheur
• Robert Keller
• Rebecca Keifer
• Jim Klaus
• Samantha Kleine
• Tress Knutson Bruggink & 
   Matt Bruggink
• Sue & Dave Koch
• Bill & Tammy Kolbe
• Dan Kovalske
• Tom & Jane Lacy
• Mike & Cindy Lakatos
• Alex LeGrand
• Brooke Lewis
• Richard & Stephanie Lilly
• Ken Little
• Diana & Matthew Luttmann
• Gina & James Madlom
• Lisa Maly
• Sally & Eric McAttee
• Shelton & Erio McClure
• Maddie Mette
• Michelle & Matt Mette
• Sam & Caryn Miller
• Casey Moseley
• Kathy Mullooly
• Margaret Munson
• Gary & Chris Nevermann
• Kimberly & Rigii Njoroge
• Timothy O’Meara
• Tamara & Ivan Olivas
• Marie Olmsted
• Rita & Mark Owen
• Paytra Payette
• Scott & Jennifer Peterson
• John & Ann Petrie
• Paul & Deborah Petrie
• Sharon & Greg Porcaro
• Melinda Randa
• Katryna & Jerry Rhodes
• Dray Rodriguez
• Marissa Rodriguez
• Charlie Roedel
• Mark & Gail Rounds
• Rachel Schaar
• David & Lauren Schudson
• Jill & Bill Schultz
• Sarah Schultz
• Brittany Shellenberger
• Damani Short
• Cabell & Megan Sitter

• Todd Sivak
• Robert & Amy Sprengel
• Jason Stanic
• Mike & Maggie Strande
• Mike & Jamie Strobl
• Kris & Frank Tiefert
• Caitlin & Andrew Tilley
• Natalie & Cary Underwood
• Susan Utley & Bill Weis
• Christianne Varela
• Steve & Karen Volz
• John Wahlen
• Andy & Cheryl Walecka
• Julie & Scott Wallace
• Casey Ward
• C.J. Wauters & Hope Liu
• Jeffrey & Suzie Weniger
• Jon & Michele Whitesell
• Julie Williams
• Mark Williams
• Samantha Wilson
• Michele & Michael Wolaver
• Glenda Woosley
• Carson & Barbara Wright

DONORS GIVING BETWEEN 
$1,000-$2,499

• Kim & Matt Brewer
• Jenna Czaplewski
• Meghan & Matt Dean
• Blake & Kari Derr
• Josh & Jenn Evenson
• Shane & Michelle Frazier
• John & Peggy Griffith
• Eric & Aimee Halverson
• Alan & Dolores Hardin
• Patrick & Melissa Horne 
• Dan & Beth Hurrle
• Nate Imfeld & Hilary Hawley
• William Janson
• Matt Jensen
• Tom Kinzler
• Maria & Ryan Kreiter
• Sarah & Ross Leinweber
• Terri & Dave May
• John McGrath
• Andy Meerkins & Melissa Hoppe 
• Gary & Deb Mueller
• Travis & Elizabeth Mueller

• Donald Nordholm, D.D.S.
• David & Carrie Osswald
• Marey Riemer
• Joseph & Sarah Rock
• Joni & Bob Roenitz
• Carolyn & Timothy Spath
• Jayme & Chad Tschanz
• Mark & Crystal Weber
• Alex Wilson

DONORS GIVING 
$2,500 AND ABOVE

• Joan & Peter Bruce
• Larry Burnett & Mary Foley
• James & Judith Callan
• Thomas Ehrsam
• Jerry & Ann Fons
• Mike & Cindy Giunta
• Tameica & John Greene
• Jeff & Molly Hoehn
• Melissa & Kevin Klein
• Jennifer & Kevin Lieske
• Steven & Mary Frances Lilly
• David & Paula Mayer
• Mark McColloch & Theresa Roetter
• Stacy & Tom Meller
• Bruce & Marianne Miller
• Olusegun & Edikan Ogunnaike
• James & Melissa Petrie
• Jill Snyder-Stahl & Bruce Stahl
• Christine Spella & Paul Jensen
• Bob & Tami Stubbe
• Cyd Walters & Joe Daul
• Raymond & Kelly Wilson

    

We are sincerely grateful for each of our donors 
and supporters. If we have omitted anyone from 
this list, it was despite our diligent efforts to 
acknowledge every donor who wishes to be 
recognized, and we do apologize.



BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Blake Derr, Vestis Corporation, Board President
Stacy Meller, KPMG LLP, Board Treasurer

James Madlom, Mueller Communications, Board Member at Large
Maria Kreiter, Godfrey & Kahn S.C., Past President

Jodi Baus, Deloitte
Erin Fay, Grady, Hayes & Neary

Tameica Greene, Community Volunteer
Charlie Holmes, First Insight, Inc.

Hope Liu, SHARP Literacy
Andrew Meerkins, Foley & Lardner LLP

Travis Mueller, Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren SC
Margaret Munson, Teuteberg Incorporated

David Osswald, Molson Coors
James Petrie, Deloitte

Jayme Tschanz, The Manitowoc Company, Inc.
Cyd Walters, C.L. Walters Inc.

Mark Weber, TruStage Financial Group, Inc.

Board Members Who Concluded Service in 2023
Erik Kennedy, AdvocateAuroraHealth

Steve Lilly, Silvercrest Asset Management

Ross Draegert, Community Volunteer

Christine Spella, Rockwell Automation 

Robert Stubbe, Madison National Life Insurance

Board Emeritus
Joan Bruce

Lawrence J. Burnett
Mike Giunta

Richard Larsen
Bruce Miller
Joseph Rock



Every child needs a champion.
Every champion needs support.

COALITION FOR CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES
6737 West Washington Street

Suite 2353
West Allis, WI 53214

T/TTY 414.475.1246
FAX 414.475.7007

TOLL FREE 1.800.762.8063

info@coalitionforcyf.org

Family of websites:
coalitionforcyf.org

championclassrooms.org
wiadopt.org

wifamilyconnectionscenter.org

© Coalition for Children, Youth & Families 2024

https://coalitionforcyf.org
https://www.championclassrooms.org
https://wiadopt.org
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/coalitionforcyf/
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