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Dear Friends and Supporters,

As we reflect on the past year, we are reminded that at the heart of our
work lies a fundamental truth: every child deserves to be part of a
community where they truly belong, and every family deserves the
support to build resilience through life's challenges.

The stories you'll find in these pages illustrate how resilience grows when
people know they are not alone. From our Resource Specialists who
provide compassionate, judgment-free guidance to our training
programs that build skills and community, we've seen firsthand how
relationships built over time become the foundation of family strength.

The impact you’ll see in this report is possible because of people like you.
Donors, partners, volunteers, and advocates, you are the ones who ensure
families have what they need when they need it. Your support
strengthens the fabric of our community, ensuring no child or caregiver
has to navigate this journey alone. 

Looking ahead, we’re committed to doing even more. Families deserve it.
Kids deserve it. And with you by our side, we’ll ensure they get it. 

Thank you for being part of this work.

With gratitude,

Oriana Carey
Chief Executive Officer

Stacy Meller
Board Chair

The Weaver’s Vision: 
A Message From Our Leadership



Our mission is to empower families navigating the complexities of
child welfare and adoption by providing resources and connections
that help them thrive.

We envision a future where every family is resilient and feels
connected to a supportive community.

Mission & Vision



We weave a welcoming and inclusive environment where every family
finds their place. By creating pathways to resources and fostering
meaningful relationships, we ensure that no family stands alone when
facing life's complexities. These connections form the foundation of our
tapestry, binding us together in mutual support.

Weaving a New Family Story 
Marian and Dan never imagined grandparenthood would mean
becoming full-time caregivers—managing school routines, homework,
and difficult conversations about absent parents. Like many kinship
caregivers, they found themselves navigating this complex terrain with
little preparation and support, feeling isolated in their experience.

When they joined our "Supporting the Caregiver to Help Youth Thrive"
webinar, they discovered more than information—they found
community. In this safe haven, they could express feelings about their
transformed lives while learning practical strategies for managing
emotions.

Afterward, Marian shared words that capture why this work matters: "You
talked about stuff that we are going through...we never realized that we
are not alone."

This is the power of connection—of finding your place in a tapestry larger
than yourself. Through our kinship care resources, grandparents like
Marian and Dan gain knowledge and the profound reassurance that they
are part of a community that understands their journey.

The strength of our tapestry comes from
four essential threads that run through
everything we do:

Our Guiding
Threads

The Thread of Connection



Within our tapestry, we create safe spaces where families can share their
challenges without judgment. Recognizing that each family's pattern is
distinct, we meet them exactly where they are—offering compassionate
guidance and practical resources that help them continue weaving their
own story with renewed confidence and hope.

Finding a New Pattern
"I stood at the window, watching for the social worker's car. After months
of preparation, our daughter was finally coming home. I had decorated
her room and already loved her with my whole heart.

I hadn't expected her tears at night, crying for her mommy. In my
excitement to create our new family, I hadn't fully understood her trauma
and loss. As weeks passed, my husband and I knew we needed support
to help our daughter heal.

That's when we found the Coalition's webinar on attachment difficulties.
Hearing directly from an adult adoptee who explained that 'attachment
is a biological need and adoption is a trauma' created understanding in
ways nothing else had.

This perspective changed everything. Now, I recognize the importance of
honoring her feelings about being adopted and supporting her as she
processes her story.

The Coalition gave our family the tools to weave healing and
understanding into our lives together. I'm grateful for resources that help
us nurture our child and our entire family's journey."

The Thread of Support



Our tapestry combines professional knowledge with lived understanding.
Our team brings both extensive training and personal experience with
adoption, kinship, and non-kinship care—intertwining academic wisdom
with real-world insight to offer guidance families can trust as they
navigate their unique journeys.

Finding New Patterns
When John welcomed his young niece Emily into his home, he never
questioned his decision to provide her with safety and stability. What he
hadn't anticipated was how challenging it would be to care for a child
who had experienced trauma.

Daily interactions became puzzling and overwhelming. Emily's behaviors
often left John feeling helpless, unsure how to respond in ways that
would help her heal.

Everything changed when John discovered our Champion Classrooms.
Through these specialized training sessions, he gained tools to
understand how trauma manifests in children's behaviors and practical
strategies to respond with patience and empathy.

"The knowledge completely transformed our relationship," John shared.
"Instead of seeing challenging behaviors, I now recognize them as Emily's
way of communicating her needs. I can create safety and consistency in
ways that truly support her healing."

John's story represents hundreds of caregivers who, through our
educational resources, have gained not just information but a deeper
understanding of the children in their care. Each training session adds
another vital thread to our tapestry—connecting caregivers with the
expertise they need to nurture resilient families where every member can
flourish.

The Thread of Expertise



As an independent voice within the intricate pattern of child welfare, we
amplify the stories and needs of families who might otherwise go
unheard. Our carefully cultivated partnerships with child and family-
serving organizations across Wisconsin allow us to advocate for solutions
that honor every family's unique experience and ensure their voices
shape the larger design.

Weaving Together
"The smiles on their faces as they spoke about meeting someone going
through a similar experience were truly heartwarming."

This observation from Chelsea, a member of our resource team, captures
the magic that happens when isolated journeys converge. At a fall
conference for kinship caregivers, she witnessed three participants—a
couple and a woman separately raising grandchildren—form an
unexpected connection.

Throughout the day, they discovered their grandchildren were similar in
age and they lived in neighboring communities. What began as casual
conversation evolved into exchanged contact information and plans to
meet again—the beginning of a support network none had possessed
before.

"We often hear that relative caregiving can feel isolating," Chelsea noted,
"but it was evident people were forming meaningful connections that
would extend far beyond a single day."

These moments of connection represent the essence of our work—
creating spaces where individuals discover they're not alone, where
shared experiences build bridges of understanding, and where
spontaneous communities form to strengthen each participant's journey.

The Thread of Advocacy



Every thread matters in our tapestry of belonging. Each
connection made, resource shared, and family supported adds
strength and beauty to our collective work. As we look back on
2024, we see a vibrant pattern of growth and impact emerging
from the thousands of interactions, learning opportunities, and
resources we've woven into the lives of families across Wisconsin.

Patterns of Progress: Our Year in Review

Over 6,000 people remain connected through our
email communications, weaving a network of
information and support through: 

The Coalition Connection: Weekly threads of tips,
resources, and opportunities that strengthen
family bonds
The Wisconsin Family Connections Center
newsletter: Quarterly patterns of information that
help families navigate resources and find
connection
The Caregivers for Native American Children &
Youth newsletter: Cultural threads that honor and
support the unique needs of tribal families
Timely announcements that connect families to
learning opportunities that enrich their caregiving
journey

Threads of
Communication

Threads of
Learning

Nearly 3,000 people strengthened their tapestry of
knowledge through our webinars, discussion
groups, multi-week courses, and conferences in
2024.



Our digital tapestry welcomed 111,320 visitors
throughout 2024, who: 

Gathered 11,227 informational articles, resources,
and materials to reinforce their family fabric—a 71%
increase from 2023
Began 2,787 journeys toward becoming foster or
adoptive families through requested information
packets

Our resource team wove personalized support into
the lives of 1,401 parents and caregivers, providing
encouragement and tailored resources that
addressed their unique family needs.

Threads of
Resources

Threads of
Personal Support



Passing the Gift Forward 

Rita and Mark have been part of our tapestry for over six years. As
experienced caregivers, they've gathered knowledge through countless
Coalition training sessions, strengthening their own family bonds.

At a recent training event, something beautiful unfolded. During a group
discussion, Rita noticed several participants just beginning their
caregiving journeys—feeling the same uncertainty she and Mark had
once known.

Without hesitation, they stepped into mentorship roles. Rita shared
favorite resources and words of encouragement born from years of
experience. What began as a day of learning transformed into
something more meaningful—an opportunity to extend their threads of
support to others.

As they departed, Rita's words captured the essence of belonging:
"Today was the best!" They had not only continued their own learning
but experienced the profound satisfaction of strengthening our
collective tapestry by supporting others.

This transfer of knowledge represents the heart of our mission—creating
spaces where caregivers at all stages can find what they need while
discovering their own capacity to contribute to our shared tapestry of
belonging.

Revenue: $1,323,483
     % government funding: 69%
     % private donations and return on investments: 31%

Expenses: $1,335,159
     % program: 79%
     % administrative: 12%
         % development: 9%

Net Ending Assets: $943,834

Passing the Gift Forward 

Strengthening
Our Fabric: 

Financial
Overview



As we reflect on the rich patterns and connections formed throughout
this past year, we also look ahead to how we'll continue expanding our
tapestry of belonging in the coming years. Our strategic vision guides us
toward a future where every family is resilient and connected to a
supportive community.

In the years ahead, we aim to strengthen our internal foundation and our
external impact. We are working to:

Weaving Tomorrow's
Tapestry: Our Path

Forward

Strengthen
our leadership 

Enhance our
organizational

resilience

Focus on continuous
improvement

through listening

Deepen community
connections



The tapestry we create together in the coming years will be even richer
and more inclusive than before—with new patterns emerging as we

respond to family needs and create innovative solutions. We invite you to
continue this journey with us, adding your unique thread to our collective

work of ensuring every child grows up in a strong, resilient family
connected to a supportive community.



Golden Threads: Our Generous Community
Thank You to Our Donors & Supporters

Foundations & Corporations
Academy of Adoption &
Assisted Reproduction
Attorneys, Inc.
Advocate Aurora Corporate

Erik Kennedy
America Online Giving
Foundation
American Endowment
Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. David L. May
American Legion Auxiliary
Magnus Anderson Unit #399
Backswing Golf Events
Charity Gift Certificates
Croen Foundation, Inc.
CTi
Deloitte
EY
Ernst & Young, U.S. LLP
Fidelity Brokerage Services

Michael Czaplewski
Fidelity Charitable

Kathleen Savard Charitable
Giving Fund
Undisclosed Donor

Foley & Lardner LLP
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C.
Grady, Hayes & Neary, LLC
Graphicolor Printing
Greater Milwaukee Foundation

Stephen and Nancy Hayes
Fund
Bruce and Marianne Miller
Fund
Joan and Peter W. Bruce
Fund

Infineon Technologies
Americas Corp.
Jerome J. & Dorothy H. Holz
Family Foundation
KPMG Gives
KPMG LLP
The Lash Lounge
Little Village Play Cafe

Medical College of Wisconsin
Mueller Communications
National Insurance Services
Network for Good
Northbound Financial Services 
North Shore Healthcare
Northern Trust

Ross Draegert & Robert
Starshak

Otto Bremer Trust
PayPal

Christopher Ammerman
Michael Czaplewski
Benjamin Hayum
Valerie Ortiz & Tom Barger
Raymond & Kim Schmid
Christine Stone

PayPal Giving Fund
Keira Metz
Teri Ryan

Pilot Club of Milwaukee Fund,
Inc. 
Pledgeling Foundation

Irene Fadden
Kevin Kita
Ryan Nolette
Patti Teeter
Margaret Waite

Posner Foundation
Renaissance Charitable

The Giving Block DAF
Risk Strategies, Inc.
Schwab Charitable

Leslie Hauser & Karl
Wuesthoff
Julie & John Kita
Maureen Meyers
John & Ann Petrie

Simple Generosity (DAF)
Steve Stricker American
Family Insurance Foundation
Stifel Charitable Inc.

Mark and Jacqueline Gold
Charitable Fund

The Benevity Community
Impact Fund

James Gibson
Erin Sabady
Robert & Amy Sprengel
Maggie Strande
Elizabeth Wernquist

The Manitowoc Company, Inc.
Foundation
Thrivent Choice
TruStage Financial Group, Inc.
U.S. Charitable Gift Trust

Dan & Beth Hurrle
United Way Greater
Milwaukee- De Tocqueville

Joan & Peter W. Bruce
Bruce & Marianne Miller

United Way of Greater
Milwaukee and Waukesha
County

Lawrence Burnett & Mimi
Foley

Vanguard Charitable
Curt Joa

Venmo
Walmart Spark Good Round
Up
Wellington Park Lutheran
Church
Wisconsin Broadcasters
Association
Wisconsin Center District

In-Kind Donors
1st and Bowl
3 Sheeps Brewing Co.
608 Group
A.J. Lenz & Son Handbuilt
Baseball Bats
Adventure Rock
Ambassador Hotel
Ananda Citta Spiritual Care
Art of Joy
Betty Brinn Children's
Museum



Golden Threads: Our Generous Community
Thank You to Our Donors & Supporters

The Big Backyard
Black Shoe Hospitality
Board Game Barrister
Michelle & Paul Boening
Michael Burham
Kelly Burich
Captain's Walk Winery
Care-a-lotta
Oriana Carey
CelticMKE
Charles Allis & Villa Terrace Art
Museums
Cloud 9 Workshop
Cooper's Hawk Winery &
Restaurant
CREATEfunDesigns
Crystal Ridge
Carol Czaplewski
Jenna Czaplewski
Michael Czaplewski
Dinner Detective
The Duck Inn Supper Club
East Shore Specialty Foods
Executive Power
Festival Foods
First Stage
Florentine Opera Company
Flour Girl & Flame
Fond du Lac Dock Spiders
Food Fight Restaurant Group
Forward Madison FC
Wendy Gebauer
German Fest Milwaukee, Inc.
Geronimo Hospitality Group
glaze
Google Ad Grant
Grady, Hayes & Neary, LLC
Graphicolor Printing
Green Bay Packers
Harbor Shores on Lake Geneva
Mai Her-Lee & Xai Lee
Historic Milwaukee
Ian's Pizza
Indulgence Chocolatiers
JAYNE

Josh & Jenn Evenson
Juiced!
Just Kiln' Time Paint Your Own
Pottery Studio
Kendra Scott Brookfield
Kenosha Kingfish
Kids in Motion
Knollwood Farm, LTD
Koss Corporation
Kwik Trip, Inc.
Lake Country DockHounds
Lake Geneva Cruise Line
Lakefront Brewery
Lakeshore Chinooks
LG Axe Throwing
Little Village Play Cafe
Madison Capitols Hockey Club
Madison Children's Museum
Marcus Hotels and Resorts
McClone
Tiffany Meredith 
Milwaukee Admirals
Milwaukee Ballet
Milwaukee Blacksmith
Milwaukee County Parks
Department
Milwaukee County Zoo
Milwaukee Food & City Tours
Milwaukee Magazine, Inc.
Milwaukee Pretzel Company
Milwaukee Public Museum
MobCraft Beer, Inc.
Molson Coors Beverage
Company
Mueller Communications
Erin Nachtigall
Nail Bar Milwaukee
Neroli Salon & Spa
Next Act Theatre
North Shore Fire/Rescue
Northleaf Winery
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Old Sugar Distillery
Palermo's Pizza
Pizza Shuttle

Polished Embroidery
Rainbow Booksellers
Ray's Growler Gallery
Jenni Remus
ROC Foundation
Rocky Rococo Restaurants
Rowan
Safari Lake Geneva
SALA
Saz's
Schlitz Audubon Nature
Center
Scout Wine Merchants
Shop Privy
Siren Shrub Company
Carolyn & Timothy Spath
Stan's Fit For Your Feet
Stone Creek Coffee
Third Space Brewing
Ashley Thompson
Timber Hill Winery
Twisted Path Distillery
Ultimate Confections
Natalie & Cary Underwood
Urban Adventure Quest
von Stiehl Winery
Washington House Inn
Mark & Crystal Weber
The Weber Group
Widmer's Cheese Cellars
Wild & Precious Boutique
Wisconsin Center District
Yip Fitness
YMCA of Metropolitan
Milwaukee - Camp Minikani
Zilli Hospitality Group

Tribute & Memorial Donations
Gifts in Honor of Hannah
Duffey

Kathy Lake
Gifts in Honor of Noelle Kotrly

Benjamin Hayum

Continued on next page



Golden Threads: Our Generous Community
Thank You to Our Donors & Supporters

Gifts in Honor of Wesley, Jay,
and Samuel Rabbers

Michael Czaplewski
Gifts in Honor of Jane Spath

Irene Fadden
Kevin Kita
Ryan Nolette
Patti Teeter
Margaret Waite 

Gifts in Memory of Joan
DeMore

Lisa & Souheil Badran
Catherine & Jerre Collins
Kathleen Comiskey
Mike & Cindy Giunta
Carri Hansen
Debra Krupo
Mary & Thomas Nolte

Donors Giving Between $1-$999
Maggie Altschaefl
Christopher Ammerman
Bryan & Catie Anderson
Jessica Annis
Anonymous 
Philip Babler
Lisa & Souheil Badran
Sean & Tiffany Bailey
Jason & Deb Beck
Jonathan Beck
Kimberly & Shane Bell
Brian Bies
Marilyn & John Boeldt
Michelle & Paul Boening
Peter & Shar Borg
Andrea Boucher
Tom Boyer
Tom Bradley
Chris Brady
Kim & Matt Brewer
Harper Brown
Michele Brown
Tamra Brown
Libby Budde
Michael Burham

Oriana Carey
Terese Caro
Antoinette Chambers
Stacy Charles
Catherine & Jerre Collins
Kathleen Comiskey
Dawn & Brian Cooke
Carol Czaplewski
Jenna Czaplewski
Michael Czaplewski
Sean & Stephanie Dembiec
Christine Dereberry
Cindy Diaz
Jon & Sue Ellen Domencich
Malin Ehrsam
Gaelin Elmore
Sam Enea
Irene Fadden
Andy Farris
Angela Figueroa
Patricia & Evan Fitzgerald
Angie & John Flannery
Elijah & Chelsea Fyksen
Cassie Gabor
Wendy Gebauer
Julie Gerber
James Gibson
Mark & Macqueline Gold
Jennifer & Michael Gregor
Carrie Hansen
Jeff Haufschild
Leslie Hauser & Karl Wuesthoff
Stephen & Nancy Hayes
Benjamin Hayum
Mike & DeeDee Heath
Todd Hensersky & Renee
Logee-Hensersky
Mai Her-Lee & Xai Lee
Ryan Hilbelink
Kelly Hobbs
Amanda Holland & Michael
Knoeller
Julia & Charles Holmes
Elizabeth & John Hummitzsch
James Ibach

Beth Iding
Tess Iding
Judith & David Jones
Erik Kennedy
Brian Keys
Anna & David Kirk
Kevin Kita
Kevin & Megan Kocchi
Alex & Mary Kramer
Maria & Ryan Kreiter
Debra Krupo
Tom & Jane Lacy
Mike & Cindy Lakatos
Kathy Lake
Scott Leonard
Brooke Lewis
Kevin & Aspen Malaney
Ellen & Oliver Matheson
Judi Matthias
Sally & Eric McAttee
Shelton & Erio McClure
Taylor McDonald
Jane McSweeney
Lisa Meder
Keira Metz
Chris Meyers
Christina Miller
Kelly & Eli Miller
Pete Mirek
Margaret & Mark Munson
Elizabeth A. Neary
Ryan Nolette
Mary & Thomas Nolte
Christopher & Chandra Novoa
John O’Hare
Alan Olivas
Tamara & Ivan Olivas
Valerie Ortiz & Bom Barger
Bob Pavlic
Scott & Jennifer Peterson
John & Ann Petrie
Kelly & Andy Phillips
Paul & Shana Piaskoski
John Potter
Shawn Puechner



Golden Threads: Our Generous Community
Thank You to Our Donors & Supporters

Ashley Quackenboss
Tyler Reindl
Randi & Ryan Reynolds
Katryna & Jerry Rhodes
Christine Roman
Scott Rugg
Teri Ryan
Mark & Beth Rybakowicz
Erin Sabady
Isaac Schlueter
Raymond & Kim Schmid
Jill & Bill Schultz
Patricia Seelman
Carrie & Nick Sgarlata
Ashley Siel
Todd Sivak
John Sloane
Robert & Amy Sprengel
Brittany Steuer & Steve
Reupert
Maggie Strande
Patti Teeter
Kevin & Bethany Thiel
Kris & Frank Tiefert
Steve Todd
Noah Tolliver
Larry Tomsyck
Jeremy Treuden
Steve & Nancy True
Natalie & Cary Underwood
Steve & Karen Volz
Margaret Waite
Andy & Cheryl Walecka
Mike Weber
Todd Weber
Elizabeth Wernquist
Sarah White
Mark Williams
Andre Willemse
Samantha Wilson
Christie Wolfe
Glenda Woosley
Stephen Zilli

Donors Giving Between
$1,000-$2,499

Matt & Jodi Arnold
Bill Bantz
Troy Baumann
Jodi & Jon Baus
Kristin Brey & Michael
Sampson
Susan & Lee Dreyfus
David & Stefanie Dugan
Hank & Lara Ehrsam
Shane & Michelle Frazier
John & Peggy Griffith
Eric & Aimee Halverson
Dan & Beth Hurrle
William Janson
Matt Jensen
Carol Kalscheur
Tom Kinzler
John & Julie Kita
Jay & Betty Lauck
Kyle Matyas
John McGrath
Maureen Meyers
Donald Nordholm, D.D.S.
Olusegun & Edikan Ogunnaike
David & Carrie Osswald
Joni & Bob Roenitz
Theresa Roetter & Mark
McColloch
Richard Roman
Tony & Amy Sarnowski
Kathleen & Paul Savard
Nadya Shewczyk & David Mills
Carolyn & Timothy Spath
Christine Stone
Bob & Tami Stubbe
Jayme & Chad Tschanz
Cyd Walters & Joe Daul
C.J. Wauters & Hope Liu

Donors Giving $2,500 and Above
Joan & Peter W. Bruce
Larry Burnett & Mimi Foley
James & Judith Callan
Blake & Kari Derr
Ross Draegert & Robert
Starshak
Thomas Ehrsam
Jerry & Ann Fons
Cindy & Mike Giunta
Tameica & John Greene
Alan & Dolores Hardin
Jeff & Molly Hoehn
Curt & Laurel Joa
Steven & Mary Frances Lilly
Gina & James Madlom
David & Terri May
Andy Meerkins & Melissa
Hoppe
Stacy & Tom Meller
Bruce & Marianne Miller
Melissa & James Petrie
Jill & Bruce Stahl
Mark & Crystal Weber
Raymond & Kelly Wilson

We are sincerely grateful for
each of our donors and
supporters. If we have omitted
anyone from this list, it was
despite our diligent efforts to
acknowledge every donor who
wishes to be recognized, and we
do apologize.



Board of Directors

Blake Derr, Vestis Corporation, Board Chair
Stacy Meller, KPMG LLP, Vice Chair
Jodi Baus, Deloitte
Tameica Greene, Community Volunteer
Charlie Holmes, Community Volunteer
Hope Liu, SHARP Literacy
James Madlom, Mueller Communications
Andrew Meerkins, Foley & Lardner LLP
Margaret Munson, Teuteberg Incorporated
David Osswald, Molson Coors
James Petrie, Deloitte
Jayme Tschanz, The Manitowoc Company, Inc.
Mark Weber, TruStage Financial Group, Inc.

Erin Fay, Grady, Hayes & Neary
Maria Kreiter, Godfrey & Kahn S.C., Past President
Travis Mueller, Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren SC
Christine Spella, Rockwell Automation
Cyd Walters, C.L. Walters Inc.

Board Members Who
Concluded Service in 2024

Joan Bruce
Lawrence J. Burnett
Ross Draegert
Mike Giunta
Richard Larsen
Steve Lilly
Bruce Miller
Joseph Rock
Robert Stubbe

Board Emeritus



6737 West Washington Street
Suite 2353

West Allis, WI 53214

T/TTY 414.475.1246
FAX 414.475.7007

TOLL FREE 1.800.762.8063
info@coalitionforcyf.org

Family of websites:
coalitionforcyf.org

championclassrooms.org
wiadopt.org

wifamilyconnectionscenter.org
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